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Election Regulations

18

The provisions of these election regulations shall be followed when electing members to
the statutory council of the Student Union of Tampere University of Applied Sciences.
These regulations are effective from 1.1.2024.

28

In the council election, the right to vote is granted to members of the Student Union of
Tampere University of Applied Sciences who have paid the membership fee and are
registered as present at the university. These members are eligible voters of the student
union. It is the member's responsibility 1o ensure that their voting rights are valid.

38

Each eligible voter has one (1) personal vote, and voting by proxy is not allowed. Voting
is secret.

Chapter Il Central Election Committee
48

The Central Election Committee is elected by the council at its organizational meeting.
The Central Election Committee shall elect a chairperson and a vice-chairperson, and 4-
7 members. The term of the Central Election Committee begins aft its organizational
meeting. The representative body may supplement the Central Election Committee
during its term if necessary.

The first meeting of the Central Election Committee of the year is convened by the
chairperson of the student union board or, if they are unable, by the vice-chairperson of
the board. The first meeting of the Central Election Committee must be held by the end
of March. The secretary of the Central Election Committee, who does not have voting
rights, is the executive director of Tamko or another person appointed by the Cenfral
Election Committee. Meetings of the Central Election Committee, except for the first
one, are convened by the chairperson of the Cenftral Election Committee.
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Members of the Central Election Committee must be eligible voters of the Student Union
of Tampere University of Applied Sciences throughout their term.

5§

The Central Election Committee shall establish the necessary number of election
committees for the conduct of the council election, with a sufficient number of election
officials. The Central Election Committee trains the election committees. The duties of
the election officials are defined below.

6§

The Central Election Committee is competent when the chairperson or vice-chairperson
and at least half (1/2) of the members are present.

The decision-making power of the Central Election Committee ceases when the
election result is announced, and the appeal period stipulated for the election has
expired, or when any appeals made have been resolved. If new elections are held
during the same calendar year, the same Central Election Committee continues.

78

If the Central Election Committee is not unanimous in its decision, it must immediately
submit the matter to the competent council of the student union for a decision.

Chapter lll Preparatory Measures by the Central Election Committee, Election
Committee, and Election Officials Before Conducting the Council Election or Member
Vote

88

The election of the student union council shall be held on at least one (1) weekday by
14.11. The Cenftral Election Committee organizes the election between 15.10.-14.11. and
determines the polling stations and the electronic voting channel to be used. The
election can be conducted entirely as electronic voting and/or ballot box voting. The
decision on the voting methods is made by the Central Election Committee. If ballot box
voting is used, there must be a voting opportunity at each main campus of Tampere
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University of Applied Sciences or in its immediate vicinity, and all polling stations must be
open at exactly the same time.

If ballot box voting is used, it must be held on at least one (1) weekday, for af least six (6)
hours per day. Members of the student union can exercise their right to vote at any
polling stafion.

78

The Central Election Committee must prepare and print the ballot paper to be used in
any ballot box election. The ballot paper must have a mark indicating the election in
which it is used and a place for the voter fo mark the number of the candidate or option
they support.

10§

The Central Election Committee must appoint the election committees and a sufficient
number of election officials no later than three (3) weeks before the first voting day. The
election committee consists of at least three (3) people, at least one of whom must be a
member of the Central Election Committee. At the polling stations of the ballot box
election, members of the Central Election Committee and election officials are called
the election committee. The Central Election Committee also acts as the election
committee for electronic voting.

11§

The Central Election Committee must issue an election notice at least one week before
the election on the student union's website. At the same time, it must be announced
where these election regulations and other necessary materials for the representative
election are available.

The election notice must state:

What the election is about;

How many representatives are to be elected;
When the elections will be held;

Who are eligible candidates;

The voting method;

o~ o0DN -
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6. Where the forms used in the elections are distributed;
7. Where and when the election documents must be submitted.

In connection with the notice or at the latest when the candidates are published, it must
also be announced:

8. Who are eligible voters in the elections;

9. Where and when the electoral rolls will be available for inspection;
10. Where and when corrections to the electoral roll must be submitted;
11. Where or how and when the voting will take place;

12. The location and opening hours of the ballot box polling stations;

13. Regulations on election advertising.

12§

The Central Election Committee shall review the candidate lists submitted to it and
approve for inclusion in the combined candidate lists those candidates whose
documents have been correctly prepared and submitted to the Central Election
Committee within the deadline.

13§

The candidate lists submitted to the Central Election Committee are public after they
have been confirmed at the meeting of the Central Election Committee.

14§

If the number of approved candidates for the election is equal to or less than the
number of council members to be elected, no election will be held. In this case, all
approved candidates are elected as members of the council.

If there are fewer candidates than council members to be elected, supplementary
elections will be held according to the following schedule: one (1) week for candidate
nomination, one (1) week for informing about the candidates, and two (2) days for
elections in a manner decided by the Central Election Committee, using electronic
voting and/or ballot box voting.
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15§

If the number of approved candidates for the election is greater than the number of
council members to be elected, the Central Election Committee shall prepare a
combined candidate list in the following order:

1. Afthe top, the fitle indicating the election;
2. Candidates listed alphabetically by list, with the order of the lists drawn by lot.

Candidates thus listed are numbered consecutively with whole numbers starting from
number two.

The combined candidate list must be published immediately on the student union's
website and other places decided by the Cenfral Election Committee. A sufficient
number of combined candidate lists must be provided for the use of the election
committees.

Chapter IV Council Election
168

If electronic voting is held, it is managed by the Central Election Committee. Electronic
voting is conducted within the membership register. Each member has the opportunity
to vote, provided that membership obligations are fulfilled before the end of the
election.

17§

The Central Election Committee must ensure that the same membership register list of
eligible voters is used in both electronic voting and ballot box voting. Additionally, at the
ballot box, election officials must ensure that a ballot paper is not given to the voter
before the vote is marked as used. This is fo prevent an eligible voter from voting
electronically in the voting booth and thus using two votes in the same election.

The results of electronic voting are confidential until the end of the voting, and they may
only be disclosed to the Central Election Committee before that. Members of the
Cenftral Election Committee and election committees are recommended to cast their
votes in electronic voting.
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18§

A candidate list may have no more candidates than the number of council members o
be elected. A candidate cannot be on multiple candidate lists in the same election. The
candidate list must include the full name, date of birth, and study program of each
candidate, and it must contain each candidate's declaration of their eligibility and
consent to candidacy. Filling out an electronic form confirmed with the university's
network credentials is also considered sufficient for candidacy.

19§

The candidate list must include the name of the candidate list, i.e., the election
identifier. The name must not infringe on anyone's personal rights, be commercial, or
otherwise inappropriate. Candidate lists cannot use the same election identifier.

20§

If the name of the candidate list does not meet the above requirements, the Central
Election Committee has the right to reject the name and determine a new name that
meefts the requirements without consulting the candidates on the list in the manner it
deems best.

A candidate must be included in the combined candidate list if the candidate is eligible
according to the student union's regulations and the documents are otherwise correctly
prepared.

Chapter V Conducting the Ballot Box Election
21§

At the start of the election, the election committee must have user credentials for the
systems, internet access, and a counted number of ballot papers.

At the start of the voting, the members of the election committee present and the first
voter must confirm that the ballot box is empty.
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22§

During the election, at least two (2) election officials must be present at the polling
station or in its immediate vicinity at all fimes.

23§

The election committee must ensure that no electioneering takes place in the polling
station. The election committee must not provide information to outsiders during the
election about who has exercised their right to vote.

The election committee must provide voters with information on the provisions of these
election regulations and other student union regulations concerning the representative
election upon request.

24§

A sufficient number of combined candidate lists must be displayed at the polling
station. The election committee must ensure that the voter can make their mark on
the ballot paper while maintaining the secrecy of the vote and that the necessary
tools are available for this purpose.

25§

A voter who wishes to exercise their right to vote must register with the election
committee at the polling station to receive a ballot paper.

To exercise their right to vote, the voter's name must appear on the electoral roll. The
voter must prove their identity with a photo ID issued by an authority if requested.
Before the voter receives a ballot paper, a clear mark must be made in the
electoral roll indicating that the voter has voted.

A person who wishes to exercise their right to vote but whose name does not appear
on the electoral roll may vote if they can prove their right to vote and if the election
committee approves the matter.
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The name of the person mentioned in the previous paragraph is added to the
minutes by the election committee and immediately reported in writing to the
Central Election Committee. The election committee must ensure that a ballot
paper is not given to anyone other than an eligible voter and that the right to vote is
marked as used before the ballot paper is given.

26§

The voter must mark the place on the ballot paper with the number of the
candidate or, in a member vote, the number of the option or other mark confirmed
by the election committee that they wish to vote for. No other marks may be made
on the ballot paper.

If the voter wishes to use a new ballot paper, they can get one from the election
committee by returning the old ballot paper to the election committee for
destruction or by destroying it themselves in the presence of an election official.

The destruction of the ballot paper must be recorded in the minutes of the election
committee.

27§

After marking the candidate's number or other mark confirmed by the election
committee on the ballot paper, the voter must fold it and take it to the election
official for stamping, and then drop the stamped ballot paper into the ballot box.
This is considered the exercise of the voter's right to vote.

288

The election committee must keep a list of voters, in which a mark is made
indicating the exercise of the right to vote.

29§

The election committee keeps minutes of the election process, recording the course
of the election and any decisions made.
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The minutes are signed by all members of the election committee present at the
election. At the end of the election, the minutes, along with other documents
generated in the election or member vote, are handed over to the Central Election
Committee.

Chapter VI Electronic Voting
30§

The election can be conducted either partially or entirely using electronic voting.

31§

The Central Election Committee must ensure that electronic voting can be
conducted reliably while maintaining the secrecy of the vote.

32§

The possibility of electronic voting must be announced in the election nofice. At the
same time, instructions for conducting electronic voting must be provided.

33§

Otherwise, the provisions of these election regulations and other student union
regulations apply to electronic voting.

Chapter VIl Determining the Election Result
348

If the number of approved candidates for the election is equal to or less than the
number of representatives fo be elected, no election will be held, and the Cenfral
Election Committee will declare the approved candidates elected.
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If fewer candidate applications have been approved for the election than the number
of representatives to be elected, the Central Election Committee will extend the
candidate nomination period at its discretion, but for no more than seven (7) weekdays.

If necessary, the Central Election Committee will decide to postpone the election date.
These decisions must be immediately announced on the student union's website.

35§

When the election is over, the Central Election Committee, with at least 2/3 of its
members present, will conduct the counting. The Central Election Committee may
appoint the necessary number of assistants for vote counting. In this case, the ballots
cast are taken from the ballot boxes and counted unopened. Similarly, the number of
persons who have exercised their right to vote according to the list is counted.

If fewer than five (5) votes have been cast at a particular polling station, these ballots
are combined with the ballots from another polling station. The ballots are then opened
and inspected.

Ballots that are deemed invalid are separated info different groups.

The remaining ballots are arranged so that the ballots cast for each candidate list are
grouped separately.

A ballot is invalid if:

1. A ballot other than the one approved by the Central Election Committee has
been used;

2. The ballot is unstamped;

3. The candidate's number is marked in such a way that it is not clear which
candidate it refers to;

4. The ballot contains the voter's own name or a specific identifying mark;

5. The ballot contains an inappropriate mark, such as extra letters, extra numbers, or
a drawing.

A ballot is not invalid if:

6. The ballot contains a mark that only clarifies which candidate the voter infended
to vote for;
7. The number marking is crossed out and a new clear number is written;
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8. The number is underlined or followed by a dot;

9. The number is drawn outside the circle on the ballot or on the back of the ballot;
10. The number is expressed in letters;

11. The candidate's name is written in letters and the name is unambiguous.

A ballot is more likely to be accepted than rejected. The minutes of the Central Election
Committee shall record the number of persons who exercised their right to vote, the
total number of ballots cast, and the number of ballots in each group.

36§

The Central Election Committee decides on the rejection of invalid ballots.

37§

The candidate list with the most votes is given a comparative number equal to the total
number of votes for the candidate list, the second gets half (%) of that, the third one-
third (1/3), and so on. Lists with only one (1) person receive a comparative number equal
to their number of votes. Comparative numbers are calculated to five decimal places.

In the event of a tie in comparative numbers, the order is determined by lot. All
candidates are ranked according to their final comparative numbers. The candidates
with the highest final comparative numbers are declared elected until the number of
representatives to be elected is reached.

388

If an elected representative resigns or is permanently unable or ineligible to serve as a
member of the representative body, an alternate member is called to replace them.
The representative body is supplemented by the next highest comparative number from
the candidate list of the person who left. If all candidates from that list have already
been elected to the representative body, the representative body is supplemented by
the alternate member with the highest comparative number.

A person is considered permanently unable or ineligible if their inability or ineligibility lasts
until the end of the representative body's term or longer.

If the chairperson is permanently unable or ineligible, the representative body is
supplemented from the chairperson's candidate list. In this case, the vice-chairperson
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becomes the chairperson, and the representative body may elect a new vice-
chairperson from among its regular members.

398
A new representative is elected in the manner described above if:

— The representative has died;

— They have been granted a release from their duties;

- They have been found to have lost their eligibility;

— They are elected to the student union board;

— They are or become an employee of the student union.

408

If the number of representatives falls below two-thirds (2/3) of the number of
representatives specified in the rules, the Central Election Committee must immediately
take steps to supplement the representative body for the remainder of the term.
However, if this occurs on or after May 31, no supplementary elections need to be held
for the current term.

If the representative body is underrepresented but the number of representatives is more
than two-thirds (2/3) of the number of representatives specified in the rules, the Cenfral
Election Committee may, at its discretion, hold supplementary elections.

The provisions of these election regulations apply to new elections as appropriate.

Chapter VIl Special Provisions
418

Immediately after determining the election result, the result is published on the student
union's website.

42§ Election Fraud

Tampere University of Applied Sciences Student union

Kuntokatu 3, L-building www.tamko.fi foimisto@tamko.fi
FI-33520 TAMPERE Y-tunnus: 2060685-1

FINLAND Facebook and Instagram: opiskelijakuntatamko



o Tampere University of Applied Sciences Student union-
Election regulations

Tamko

A person who buys or sells votes; participates in elections in another's name; votes in
more than one place or otherwise more than once; prevents another from voting by
violence or threat of violence; forces another to vote; destroys election advertisements
for the representative elections, loses their right to vote for four (4) years and may be
prosecuted at the initiative of the Central Election Committee.

43§

A member of the student union with the right to vote may appeal in writing to the
Central Election Committee against an action or decision of the election committee or
election official before the end of the election.

A member of the student union with the right fo vote may request a correction in writing
against an action of the election committee before the end of the election. A member
of the student union with the right to vote may appeal a decision of the election
committee to the representative body of the student union within ten (10) days of the
confirmation of the election result.

44§

Minutes of the meetings of the Central Election Committee shall be kepft, sighed by the
chairperson and the secretary of the meeting. Documents and ballots generated in the
election must be kept in a locked place by the election committee until the deadline for
filing an appeal has expired or any appeal made has been resolved. After that, the
documents are archived by the student union, and the ballots are destroyed.

Accepted at the Tamko council meeting on 30.8.2023.
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